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Letters to the editor Contents 
Observing the Bicentennial 
I want to commend you on your two 
editorials (April 10 and October 10, 1975) 
dealing with Christians, especially the 
Brethren in Christ, and the U.S. Bicenten-
nial. Given the fact that we are almost 
entirely white, our anglicization via the 
public schools, the moral qualities of our 
faith: integrity, frugality, hard work, 
responsibility and purpose, the rich 
resources of North America and U.S. 
ideals, Brethren in Christ living in the U.S. 
can be grateful. God has been good. 
There may be, however, a temptation in 
our thankfulness and that will be to un-
critically mix nationalism and Christiani-
ty. The end product is not Biblical Chris-
tianity. Many Germans , Englishmen, 
Americans and other peoples have un-
wittingly assumed there have been two 
revelations, one given in the Bible and one 
through the nation. There is only one re-
vela t ion. A m e r i c a n documen t s (i .e. , 
Declaration of Independence), symbols 
(flag), leaders, ideals and special days are 
not to be confused with the Bible, the 
cross , Pe te r and Paul , discipleship, 
holiness and the true brotherhood, the 
people of God. Our Christian commit-
ment has implications for our attitude to 
government: respect, submission, prayer, 
paying taxes, etc. At the same time we 
must keep our priorities straight and 
realize the nations of the world as political 
entities have no special place in God's 
salvation work. Our unconditional, "we," 
that is our group loyalty, is to Jesus Christ 
and we know from the Bible that the only 
city "undimmed by human tears" will be 
the new heaven and earth of Rev. 21. 
For those interested, I strongly urge 
them to read the August issue of Ebony. 
Three articles are featured in the black 
periodical dealing with how blacks should 
relate to the Bicentennial; one black writer 
says blacks should celebrate, a second says 
"no" and a third is some place between. 
More important is the editorial. In that 
writing it is suggested that when the editors 
first thought about blacks celebrating, the 
editorial staff laughed. Upon reflection, 
however, they decided their role should not 
be celebration but evaluation. I believe 
they are on target. Let us repent of our 
denials of equality, liberty and the better 
life. Let us resolve we will be a part in that 




We wish to thank our many friends who 
sent expressions of sympathy and offered 
prayers for us since Marie's passing. We 
have realized the special comfort and 
strengthening of the Lord and know that 
there were many prayers being offered in 
our behalf. 
We submit to the will of the Lord, who 
doeth all things well. 
—Jacob and Evelyn Traver 
and family 
Wainfleet, Ontario 
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From the Editor 
W e str ive to keep t h e art icles in the Visitor to one page. 
W e a r e o f t en unsuccessful . 
But the ar t ic le enti t led " P r o m i s e s to K e e p " is longer 
t han usual . W e jus t i fy the use of an ar t ic le of this length on 
the i m p o r t a n c e of the conten ts and the m a n n e r in which it 
is sha red . 
In the s t r eng then ing of mar r i age , one of the basic — if 
not the bas ic — premises to be recovered is t h a t m a r r i a g e 
is buil t upon fa i th fu lness — the sacredness of a covenant 
pledged to each o the r and be fo re G o d . Unless this is the 
f o u n d a t i o n , the m a r r i a g e is built on the sand and when the 
s t o r m s c o m e it will fall. 
W e believe tha t this ar t ic le by Dr . T h o m a s is a contri-
but ion t o the bui lding of a firm founda t ion for our 
m a r r i a g e s and those of our chi ldren. 
W e a r e pleased to include in this issue of the Visitor t he 
insert by the B o a r d of Chr i s t i an Educa t ion . It is easy t o 
t a k e this B o a r d for g ran ted and accept their ass is tance as a 
m a t t e r of course . They offer no "ge t rich q u i c k " schemes 
to S u n d a y schools or congrega t ions but the help they pro-
vide t h r o u g h thei r var ied minis t r ies will con t r ibu te to the 
hea l th and g rowth of the congrega t ion ' s ministr ies . 
I found t h e re lease by the M e n n o n i t e Cen t r a l C o m -
mi t t ee of Dr . L a w r e n c e B u r k h o l d e r ' s visit to C h i n a very 
in teres t ing . Dr . Burkho lde r , president of Goshen College, 
spent t i m e in C h i n a fol lowing W o r l d W a r II , so his recent 
visit was aga ins t a b a c k g r o u n d of a pr ior acqua in tance 
with t h e C h i n e s e people. 
W h a t e v e r else m a y be the m e a n i n g of wha t has 
h a p p e n e d in C h i n a , it is obvious and f r ightening to observe 
to page three 
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Editorial 
A More Excel lent Way 
"Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful" (I Corinthians 4:2). 
Faithfulness in stewardship is more than the amount of 
the gift or the percentage given. Stewardship is concerned 
with the wisdom of the cause and the worthiness of the 
destination. 
This is a season for our hearts to be generous. It is also a 
time for our heads to be used. Not all appeals for the 
Christian's support are worthy of support or are entitled to 
the Lord's money. 
Some causes which present themselves as Christian 
ministries are essentially commercial at the best and fraud 
at the worst. 
Other causes are worthy in their purpose but poorly 
managed in their administration. The result is that only a 
small part of one's dollar ever reaches the needs or the 
people for whom it was given. 
Some causes are divisive rather than supportive and 
they build upon the rubble of works and programs they 
have torn down. 
Other ministries are person or family centered. The 
danger that assets may accrue to individuals and families 
rather than to a truly not-for-profit organization is a very 
real possibility. 
How does one determine the integrity of a cause which 
appeals for his support? There are some principles which 
can be followed to safeguard against the unwise response 
to unworthy appeals: 
Be wary of highly emotional appeals and extravagant 
claims. 
Learn from independent sources all one can about the 
organization, leaders, and its ministry. 
Ask for a copy of the audited financial statement. 
If there is someone on the Board of Directors or 
Advisory Board whom you know, inquire of this person 
concerning the organization. Do not be overly impressed 
with a long list of names on the advisory board since these 
lists are not always current, nor, unfortunately, accurate. 
Consider the image which the publicity reflects. Is it 
poorly done? Or is it extravagant — expensive paper and 
four colors? Is the picture of the leader prominently and 
frequently displayed? Or does the image reflect modesty 
and frugality? 
One could go on, but let me suggest a more excellent 
way. It is the way of brotherhood. 
One of the numerous advantages of denominational 
identification is that it provides answers to the questions 
which come to one's mind when appeals are received. In 
the case of the Brethren in Christ, there is a wide range of 
ministries providing opportunity to the members to sup-
port causes about which they may feel deeply. 
The range of ministries include minorities, rescue 
ministries, camping, orphanages, retirement and nursing 
homes, evangelism, radio, schools, food, medical, pastoral 
training, and extension churches. 
We know the people who serve in and who administer 
our institutions and congregations. I recently saw the 
Missions Photo Album, which includes national leaders of 
the churches in Japan, India, Zambia, Rhodesia and 
Nicaragua as well as the North Americans who are serving 
with them and in ministries at home. These are people we 
know — many on a first name basis. I recently spent a 
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week on Messiah's Campus and several days at Niagara 
Christian College. I know the people at Labish Village, 
Messiah Home, Navajo Mission and Messiah Children's 
Home. I know the administrators at the Missions office 
and the colleges. 
These are our — your and my — brethren and sisters. 
They share with the rest of the denomination a common 
understanding of ministry and the Christian life. We 
inherit a tradition of sacrifice, frugality and industry. We 
take both the Great Commandments and the Great 
Commission seriously. 
We do not mean to suggest that all missions and causes 
except Brethren in Christ causes are suspect. There are 
certainly many good and worthy causes outside the de-
nomination and we will have some we will wish to support. 
There are also many Christians outside the denomination 
who do not have denominational causes to which they 
carry an obligation. These causes become channels for 
their giving and support. 
It is required of us that we be certain that we invest the 
Lord's money with faithfulness. Faithfulness calls us to be 
as judicious in the investment of the Lord's money as we 
would be with our own. 
Since it is Someone else's money, we should exercise 
even more care. Z 
A Sign i f i can t Day 
S l J N D A Y , March 7, 1976, will be a significant day in the 
life of the Brethren in Christ. 
On that Sunday, many — hopefully most — of the adult 
and senior high classes will begin the study of a quarter 's 
material, written by Harvey Sider, entitled The Church: 
Its Nature and Mission. 
This is the story of Brethren in Christ missions from the 
early days of migration evangelism to the varied ex-
pressions of missions in our day. The book highlights the 
awakening to missions in the late 1800's which started the 
outreach of a rural people to the great cities of North 
America and to lands overseas. 
The quarter's material is more than missions past and 
present. It is a blueprint for missions future. The changes 
occuring in missions overseas are clearly examined. The 
methods needed to reach those within the shadow of our 
churches and those living in the anonymity of our large 
cities are explored. 
The spiritual dynamic needed to sustain an effective 
witness and ministry is not ignored but is emphasized in 
the concluding chapters. 
It is difficult for me to believe that any Sunday school or 
congregation would let this opportunity escape them. It 
should be an exciting and profitable quarter throughout 
the church. 
The writer shares out of many years of missionary 
service. He was with the church in India as it moved from 
a mission work to a national church. He presently serves 
as pastor of the Stayner Brethren in Christ congregation. 
FROM T H E EDITOR 
from page two 
the power of indoctrination and the degree to which people 
so indoctrinated appear to become automatons. 
A careful reader of the Visitor pointed out correctly that 
Sarah Bert went to the Chicago Mission in 1894 instead of 
"early in this century" as the caption under her photo-
graph stated in the October 10 issue. The caption was 
provided by the editor and not by the writer of the 
accompanying article. 
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T h E R E are many in our society who 
claim that marital fidelity, when it 
means a rather developed degree of ex-
clusiveness between one woman and 
one man, is both outdated and un-
realistic. The best-seller Open Mar-
riage, for example, labels absolute fi-
delity as an unrealistic expectation, an 
unreasonable ideal. Corliss Lamont, 
well-known advocate of a more hu-
manistic approach to marriage, sees 
marital and sexual fidelity as an un-
reasonable restraint, the result of a 
killjoy ethics. Similarly, a marriage 
service designed by the American Hu-
manis t Associat ion calls for the 
preservation of the marital bond only 
"as long as it is rewarding and grow-
ing relationship for both of us." If 
that 's too academic, you might like 
the formula used by a pastor of the 
Universal Life Church: "You ' re mar-
ried as long as you dig it!" 
I will grant that the issues of marital 
fidelity and marriage as a lifelong 
union are distinct. Nevertheless fideli-
ty is the heart of any vital, lifelong 
marital relationship, and to deny the 
necessity of a "till death do us par t " 
union is to assign to marital fidelity an 
inferior status. 
Those who really believe in marital 
fidelity have a right — and also a need 
— to near arguments in its behalf. The 
The writer is assistant Professor of Theology at 
St. Louis University where he specializes in the 
theology of marriage. He, his wife, and their 
four children, reside in University City, 
Missouri. 
popular press and television give a re-
sounding voice to the advocates of ex-
perimentation, extramarital affairs, 
and all those practices which either 
undermine or diminish the value of 
fidelity. Time has reported that Chris-
tian theologians, when surveyed as to 
their views on adultery, disclosed less 
than unanimity. In fact, Time re-
stated the old commandment: Thou 
shalt not — maybe. And the theo-
logians are supposed to be the experts. 
This makes the case for marital fideli-
ty doubly difficult to argue. 
Those who adopt the ideal of fidelity 
for religious reasons, Christian or 
otherwise, also have a right to know 
whether their choice stands on a solid 
theological foundation. In one of 
Plato's early dialogs, Socrates asks: Is 
something right because God said it, 
or did God say it because it was right? 
If we apply the Socratic method to the 
question of marital fidelity, we can see 
that each spouse should desire the why 
of the command to be faithful. Is it be-
cause God wants marital life to be a 
real challenge, a heavy weight to bear 
along the path of life? If so, the com-
mand will be appreciated primarily be-
cause it was God who ordered it to be 
followed. Or , did God command 
marital fidelity because it was right in 
itself? In other words, because the 
living out of marital fidelity would 
create the best kind of marital re-
lationship. God might then say: "Be 
faithful to each other and you will 
experience great joy and profound 
happiness in marriage." Fidelity is 
then appreciated as a blessing, not a 
curse. Our response, therefore, would 
be gratefulness, not bitterness. And 
further, it would imply that those who 
are faithful will not miss out on all the 
fun, the excitement, the full human-
ness of marital life. 
Let us assume that marital fidelity is 
good in itself, and not an onerous 
command placed before the married 
to engender huge guilt feelings be-
cause of their infidelities. So, the 
reasons in its favor should be positive, 
promising some enrichment and meet-
ing the arguments of those who con-
tend mari ta l fidelity is outda ted . 
Fidelity can have many meanings, and 
not all of them are applicable to mar-
riage. (One's pet collie, for example, 
may wander through the neighbor-
hood but return each night quite faith-
fully. He may be motivated by hunger, 
a desire for warmth, or just plain 
habit. He's faithful all right, but his 
fidelity, if taken as a pattern for the 
basic marital attitude of fidelity, does 
not dignify the concept.) The ideal of 
fidelity cannot be a matter of habit or 
coercion; it must be fully human and 
deeply rooted in freedom. I do not be-
lieve that the case for marital fidelity is 
arguable in the abstract. Its value, its 
goodness, arises in living. What fol-
lows, then, is an orchestration of 
various qualities which, when lived, 
should provide enough " p r o o f " for 
anyone really wanting a marriage of 
fidelity. 
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1First of all, marital fidelity must arise as a freely chosen commit-
ment to another person. The basic 
decision to be faithful is not because of 
a legal contract, not because of psy-
chological weakness, not because of 
blind acceptance of religious or cul-
tural tradition. Rather, the commit-
ment stands in the open space of free-
dom. And further, fidelity is not the 
content of an exchange. It 's not a com-
modity to be bought or sold. Fidelity is 
not honestly free if it's based on the 
exchange: I'll be faithful if you are. It 
is mutual, but the giving is free, not 
the response to a demand. It must be a 
disposition positively desired for its 
own sake. A spouse is not faithful be-
cause he or she has to be but because 
he or she wants to be. 
Of course, marital fidelity results in 
a lessening of pure freedom, because 
in the choice of one there is neces-
sarily a non-choice of another. But 
let's be honest in admitting the il-
lusional character of pure freedom. By 
simply opening our eyes each morn-
ing, by rising (or falling) from the bed, 
we restrict ourselves in some way. As 
soon as one makes any choice, any 
decision, pure freedom passes — as it 
must. The only real question is: Given 
the necessity of making some kind of 
choice, what is the best choice for me 
— for us? 
French philosopher Gabriel Marcel 
is well known for his analysis of 
fidelity as creative of our humanness. 
He argues that real freedom comes to 
be in the making and keeping of prom-
ises. Marriage is the living promise of 
personal fidelity. 
2But it's not enough to make a free choice once — perhaps during a 
courtship, perhaps at the wedding 
ceremony — and expect the energy of 
that decision to carry one through 
until the end. No, it is absolutely 
necessary that the decision be re-
affirmed again in the arena of free-
dom. Marital fidelity is fidelity to a 
person, and one of the most un-
changing truths about persons is that 
they change. Because each person in 
the marriage changes, hopefully to be-
come a better person, fidelity to that 
new person must be reexpressed and 
recelebrated. I like to think that this 
recommitment is the real meaning of 
the wedd ing ann ive r sa ry , t r ans -
cending its popular meaning. 
The word decision has come up in 
this discussion more than once be-
cause real fidelity is an act of choice, 
an act of the will affirming a deep dedi-
cation to another person. In focusing 
upon the decision aspect of fidelity we 
touch a problematic feature of fidelity. 
Not only are decisions to be faithful in 
short supply, but so also are decisions 
in general. Princeton philosopher 
Walter Kaufmann has recently coined 
a label for a contemporary disease. He 
calls it decidophobia — the fear of 
making decisions. He argues that in 
sidestepping the making of a decision 
we distance ourselves From any con-
comitant responsibility. Also, the 
making of a decision is an act of 
separation from the masses as they 
move along with the current of the 
day. It takes courage to make a deci-
sion because it makes us autonomous, 
puts us on our own. Rollo May points 
to a similar problem with decision. In 
Love and Will he writes that our 
problem is not a di lemma over 
whether to do this or that, but our 
anxiety about making any decision. 
We want to hold back, observe life, 
without entering its center. Both Kauf-
mann and May prescribe courage as 
the needed antidote. We need courage 
because the road ahead is more often 
dark than light. 
3This brings us to the third aspect of marital fidelity: the fact that one's 
fidelity is pledged to a person and a sit-
uation which lie beyond our personal 
control and our ability to predict. One 
of the most common criticisms on the 
par t of young people who con-
template their own marriage is: How 
is it possible to commit oneself to an-
other person for life if you can't be 
sure what is going to become of either 
of you? We know that we all change. 
Suppose the change is for the worse? (I 
know of one college student who told 
me he would never be able to negoti-
ate a twenty-year home mortgage, be-
cause how could you plan anything for 
twenty years? I 'm sure he will soon 
change his tune, but he expresses well 
the sense many of his contemporaries 
feel about the future. You can easily 
imagine what they say about lifelong 
marriages.) 
Returning, however, to the issue of 
personal change — we see obvious 
changes in physical appearance and 
the less obvious alterations in person-
ality, but no one argues that change 
can be so pervasive tnat it amounts to 
a change in identity. Although this 
point might appear abstract, it is a 
very practical response to those who 
argue the impossibility of fidelity to a 
changing person. If the commitment is 
really to a person — and not to ap-
pearances or to a certain cast of the 
personality — any change, however 
deep, remains only a variation on a 
theme. The core remains intact. If 
marital fidelity is what it should be, it 
should be oriented to that funda-
mental sameness of the other. To 
know that interior requires a gradual 
peeling back of the various disguises 
we all carry in public. Each revelation 
of the depths of the other may include 
surprises, qualities unexpected but 
nevertheless accepted because of the 
uncond i t iona l a ccep t ance which 
marital fidelity implies. 
Vital marriages are built out of 
bricks baked in the fires of adjust-
ment. Fidelity implies a sensitivity to 
those changes which each individual 
goes through. Today, it seems that 
more adjustment is asked of the hus-
band because of the g rowth in 
woman's consciousness over the last 
decade. Fidelity is oriented to an ever-
changing situation. Of course, the 
future is unknown (for which we may 
be grateful). Marital fidelity and un-
certainty are compatible when the hus-
band and wife with open eyes admit to 
their humanness, their perfections and 
imperfections, and confess to each 
other their acceptance of both. 
41 hope that it is by now obvious that marital fidelity does not hap-pen by some automatic procedure, 
even by sacred rite. I also hope that by 
placing marital fidelity in the category 
of work, I will not turn off too many, 
because the life style of fidelity de-
mands rather constant attention and 
dedication. Fidelity is a disposition 
which requires feeding. It must be 
built up and supported by the effort of 
the wife and husband. True marital 
fidelity is mutual. It is fed by partners 
communicating their love and ap-
preciation for and satisfaction in each 
other. 
Fidelity is not a silent, passive vir-
tue, but expressive and active. It is 
communicated through the many deci-
sions of the day and night. It creates 
priorities, especially a priority which 
asserts that the other is first in mind 
and heart. The disposition of fidelity 
implies a real totality and exclusive-
ness, and it is communicated most 
aptly in the sexual exchange of total 
to page ten 
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ABOVE: A makeshift drain hose will soon be replaced by the new sewer system in Labish Village, 
Salem, Oregon 
BELOW: When the new sewer is functioning, raw sewage should be a thing of the past. (Capital 
Journal photos) 
L A B I S H V I L L A G E is not caught in 
the throes of urban disintegration. 
Rural difficulties have been sufficient 
to overwhelm this small community. 
Yet there is a new spirit of optimism 
stirring. Af ter years of decline and 
neglect, Labish Village is a develop-
ing community. And the Brethren in 
Christ Church, through a congre-
gation and a service team, has con-
tributed to this development. 
Three years ago, with raw effluent 
running in the streets, the apathetic 
citizens of Labish began talking. Then 
they began holding meetings in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. These first 
raucous meetings were notable only 
for their noise and disorganization. In 
the face of the complete opposition of 
every agency with jurisdiction of a 
sewer project — county, city, state, 
and federal — what could the restive 
citizenry of Labish Village hope to 
accomplish? 
In spite of the odds, the community 
had taken the first step, crossing the 
line between apathy and concern. 
Happily, the sheer intensity of the 
clamor in these early meetings was 
sufficient for the Villagers to be heard, 
and then befriended, by well-placed 
persons in the Marion County court-
house. Convincing the city of Salem 
took a bit more political sophisti-
cation. Residents organized a letter-
writing campaign to the Salem's news-
papers, and nudged a wavering city 
council into their camp. Oregon's De-
partment of Environmental Quality 
was a much tougher proposition, and 
the public deba te was bit ter and 
acrimonious. But by this time leaders 
were emerging among the unruly rab-
ble from Labish. In the end, the 
Villagers, with their new organization 
and a growing array of allies, carried 
the day. The Department of Environ-
mental Quality capitulated. Finally 
the last stronghold of opposition, the 
Federal Housing Administration, de-
clared Labish Village to be " r u r a l " 
and therefore eligible for a $35,000 
grant and a $165,000 low-interest 
loan. The Village leaders, now official-
ly called the Labish Village Sewer 
Authority, have not yet held their 
grand victory party, for the sewer is 
not yet in place. But the battle is won, 
and the trophy is in sight. 
The long campaign for a sewage 
collection system has had an un-
expected and delightful side effect. 
Long-standing apathy has given way 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
Lord Jesus, 
Please Solve 
This Sewage Mess 
to de te rmina t ion , resourcefulness , 
organization, and confidence. In three 
years the people of Labish have 
become a force to reckon with in local 
politics. At the same time, helping 
Labish Village has become politically 
popular. With their new political sav-
vy, the ambitious cadre of leaders at 
Labish recognized these propitious 
circumstances and tackled another 
giant, admittedly a smaller cousin — 
the trash and debris in the Village. 
Marion County responded with an un-
precedented, publicly-financed clean-
up campaign. In three days of work, 
county work crews hauled away 35 
truckloads of trash and garbage, 400 
tires, and five tons of scrap metal. 
(And this doesn't even include the 
scrap metal that one of Labish's enter-
prising residents carted off the night 
before.) 
With this second success, the con-
fidence of this group of leaders swelled 
far beyond the bounds of rational ex-
pectation, and they reached for the im-
possible — a park for Labish. This 
flew in the face of all established 
policies and guidelines. Besides that, 
there was no money. But the com-
munity was on the crest of a winning 
s t reak , and reason gave way to 
dreams. A proposal was presented to 
Regional Parks and Recreation. Now, 
seven months later, the land has been 
purchased and development is about 
to begin! Little Labish Village, with its 
slingshots, has toppled its third giant. 
From the first, when Pastor Art 
Cooper offered the Brethren in Christ 
Church as a meeting place, the con-
gregation and service team have been 
active, and at some points instru-
mental, in these dramatic develop-
ments. They didn't set out with such a 
lofty intention. They are here in the 
name of Jesus, and care about these 
people. So they offered what they had, 
and did what they could. When a 
meeting place was needed, they offered 
the church. When leaflets needed to be 
taken f rom home to home, they 
pitched in to pass them. And, finally, 
when leaders began to appear, three 
persons from the congregation and 
team were among them. But even after 
contributing to the larger community 
effort readily and helpfully, the Breth-
ren in Christ at Labish are convinced 
that all of Labish Village's good for-
tune can be traced back to a prayer 
meeting one dismal Thursday night 
when Mrs. Brown prayed, "Lord 
Jesus, please solve this sewage mess." 
by Warren Hoffman 
Labish Tentmakers 
ABOVE: Debris and scrub growth needed to be 
cleared away from the vacant lots which form the 
new park. 
BELOW: A geodesic dome, built by the Labish 
Tentmakers last year, was part of the impetus 
toward a community park. 
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Growing in the Knowledge of the Word 
Doris Cober 
India is approximately 12,000 miles 
away from where I am right now, just 
north of the city of Toronto. Al-
though only four short months have 
Eassed since our family left India, we ave been in so many different 
places and had such varied experiences 
that India — the country that was 
our home for about ten years — 
seems even farther away most of the 
time than those 12,000 miles and 
four months. 
However, all it took was several 
letters recently from some dear 
friends and former co-workers, and 
India memories and scenes came 
flashing back to my mind. I realized, 
to my relief, that India is "in our 
blood," and we will not quickly nor 
easily lose our love and concern for 
our brothers and sisters who are 
working for the cause of Jesus Christ 
in India. 
Trying to guess what our Indian 
Brethren in Christ leaders are think-
ing and planning for now, I remember 
that the annual Bible School for 
church leaders will be coming up in 
November. Those of us who are 
oriented to the Western way of life 
might be tempted to pass this off 
as just another series of meetings— 
very nice but hardly worth bothering 
to get excited about. 
And I realize how quickly I have 
gotten used to (and already start to 
take for granted) the abundant and 
richly varied spiritual helps we have 
constantly available here in the 
West. 
—There are the regular church ser-
vices, Sundays and weekdays, which 
I find so stimulating. (Yes, I listened 
to my husband preach in India too, 
just as I do here! — but because 
there he was preaching in Hindi 
to relatively new converts in vil-
lage situations, his sermon content 
was necessarily simpler.) 
—There are the "special meetings," 
which can include seminars, retreats, 
campmeetings, etc. — always 
mind-stretchers if one allows his 
mind and heart to be open. 
—There is the smorgasbord of ex-
cellent literature: church papers, 
Christ-honoring books and maga-
zines, etc., available for reading 
and pondering (when people take the 
time to read them.) 
—There are radio and television 
programs, spread across the whole 
spectrum of Protestant faith, 
with gospel messages and inspiring 
music. 
As I compare all this with what 
our Indian church leaders have to 
draw from, to learn from, and to 
grow from, my heart aches. It aches 
because of the way Americans and 
Canadians seem to become saturated 
with all the spiritual abundance, 
and give so little thought to their 
great and terrible responsibility. 
"Much is required from those to 
whom much is given, for their re-
sponsibility is greater" (Luke 12:48, 
Living Bible). 
And my heart aches because I can 
so vividly picture the Indian pastors 
and lay leaders as they go miles on 
their bicycles, motorcycles or on 
buses literally overflowing with 
people, to reach villages where Chris-
tians wait eagerly for the simple 
preaching that explains how they 
should go about living in the midst of 
Hindu and Muslim neighbors. Sunday 
after Sunday these leaders go out 
giving of themselves, explaining and 
teaching. But these men and women, 
pastors, lay leaders, Sunday school 
teachers (who have no Sunday school 
quarterlies). . . where do they learn 
. . . who gives them spiritual help . . . 
what do they use to grow? 
Yes, they do have the Bible and 
the Holy Spirit to lead them. Yet the 
biblical plan seems to be that God 
uses teachers to deepen others in 
spiritual matters. 
So, that Bible school that is hap-
pening right now in Bihar, India, 
may not be noteworthy because of 
its size or other factors, but it is very 
important to the growth of the church 
leaders there. Do pray for the students 
and teachers who are involved. 
Studying in the 1974 Bible School at Banmankhi. 
The four main teachers of the 1974 school: (left 
to right) Surendra Roy, Hem Paul, Joe Smith 
and Jim Cober. 
The students enjoyed a tea on the concluding day 
of the school. Jim Cober and Joe and Marietta 
Smith are shown with them. 
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It is the purpose and privilege of the General Conference Board of 
Christian Education to serve the educational needs of the local congrega-
tion. It seeks to help congregations accomplish their task of reaching, 
teaching and training. 
The Board of Christian Education serves by producing and/or 
recommending resources, by developing programs, by sharing ideas 
through various media, by personal contacts in seminars or workshops, 
and by providing guidance stimulation and challenge. 
This report provides glimpses into BCE sponsored activities of the 
past year. It also indicates the ways by which the ministries of BCE become 
available to you. 
We invite you to take a look at what is happening in and through 
Christian Education and rejoice. 
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BCE Promotes Family Theme 
During this biennium the Board of Christian Education is 
giving special attention to the Family and Family Life 
Concerns. An attempt has been made to help congre-
gations strengthen their ministry to families by: 
• Giving workshops on Family Ministry in Christian Edu-
cation Seminars through the brotherhood. 
• Providing ideas and resources in Challenge. 
• Preparing and distributing to Pastors and Deacons a 
Family Week Packet. This packet contained a poster, 
ideas on how to organize a family ministry, sug-
gestions for family week (including church activities 
and suggestions for family devotions), Scripture 
passages with family themes, a marriage enrichment 
seminar, ideas for family night at church, and a family 
reading list. 
In order to keep them in touch with current resources and 
developments, the Directors attended a seminar by Larry 
Richards on the Church's Ministry to Families and John and 
Eva Brubaker attended the Continental Congress on the 
Family in St. Louis. 
Another Family Packet is being prepared for Family 
Week, 1976 (May 2-9). 
FOUNDATION 
S E R I E S 
The development of the Foundation Series continues on 
schedule. Forty writers are now in the process of preparing 
teacher and student materials for this new Sunday school 
curriculum. A writers orientation held in June helped to 
prepare writers for their specific assignments. 
Among these writers are Mary Fretz, Vineland, Ontario; 
Jean Neilsen, Ontario, California; Mary Ebersole, Nap-
panee, Indiana; and Warren Hoffman, Salem, Oregon; 
members of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
The Board of Christian Education is actively participating 
in this cooperative project. Its Executive Director, John 
Arthur Brubaker, is serving as the editor of the materials for 
grades 7 and 8. 
The Foundation Series will include Sunday school 
curriculum materials for preschool through grade 8. It is to 
be available for use in congregations by September of 1977. 
Pray for the writers and editors as they prepare teaching 
materials to be used in nurturing the children in our Sunday 
schools. 
New Resources 
for Christian Nurture 
The Mission of the Church becomes the newest addition 
to the Word of Light Heritage Series. This forthcoming book 
written by Harvey Sider looks at Brethren in Christ missions 
in terms of both history and horizons. It develops the 
concept that the term "mission" applies as much to the work 
of the local congregation as to specialized ministries over-
seas. 
The Mission of the Church will be included in the Sunday 
school curriculum for the Spring Quarter of 1976. It will be 
the course of study for youth and adults. 
Called To Obedience by Owen 
Alderfer explores the relationship of 
Christians to the world. This book 
was used in a course of study in the 
1975 Fall Quarter of the Sunday 
school curriculum. 
Pastors report a high level of 
interest in the study of this book. 
Membership education materials 
are being prepared. These materials 
are coming in response to a need 
expressed by many pastors. Writers 
for the series include: Don Shafer, 
Morris Sider, John A. Byers, Harvey Sider, Dorothy Sherk, 
and Eugene Wingert. The completed materials are 




The following illustrates the kinds of contacts made by 
the directors during the past year. 
• Regional or area wide seminars and workshops — 1 
each in Ontario, Michigan, Ohio and Oregon, 7 in Penn-
sylvania. 
• Congregational leadership training sessions at Moun-
tain View in Colorado, Orlando, Florida, Zion, Kansas, 
and Highland Park in Virginia. 
• Church Board Planning Retreats at Paramount, Mary-
land and Fairland in Pennsylvania. 
• Sharing in the family camp in Saskatchewan. 
The Directors also meet with regional conference boards 
and planning groups. In this way they provide a link between 
regional and general conference programs. 
Those interested in engaging the service of either of the 
directors may contact the BCE office. 
Youth Ministries Resource (YMR) is a new product de-
signed to give Youth Leaders practical help in planning 
youth programs and provide stimulating ideas for minister-
ing with youth. It includes suggested activities for both 
Junior and Senior High groups. 
The Board of Christian Education is providing a one-year 
subscription (four quarterly installments) of YMR free to 
Pastors and Youth Leaders. 
Youth Ministries Resource is a cooperative venture by 
four denominations affiliated with the Christian Holiness 
Association. Currently those denominations are the Free 
Methodists, Wesleyans, the Brethren in Christ and the 
Churches of Christ in Christian Union. 
Please write to the BCE office if you have any questions 
about YMR, or if you are a Youth Advisor and would like to 
receive YMR. 
BCE DIRECTORS--
Serving the Brotherhood 
The Directors of Christian Education spend 30% to 40% 
of their time traveling in the interest of Christian education 
— hearing concerns . . . sharing ideas . . . receiving counsel 
. . . answering questions . . . pointing directions . . . making 
plans . . . providing information . . . introducing programs 
. . . facilitating interaction . . . giving and receiving in-
spiration and challenge. 
10,000 — 
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General Conference ^ 
Bike Hike—1976 ^ Ĉ Qar 
A Bike Hike to General Conference, 1976 is being 
sponsored by the Board of Christian Education. Thirty-five 
youth and adults will bicycle from Abilene, Kansas to Azusa, 
California, the site of the 1976 General Conference. 
It is hoped that by participating in the bike hike persons 
will: 
• Develop deep Christian friendships and relationships. 
• Grow in their spiritual lives and in their understanding 
and awareness of themselves. 
• Witness to their faith in Christ to those they meet along 
the way. 
• Develop a greater appreciation for nature and God as 
Creator. 
The Board of Christian Education is cooperating with Out-
Spokin' in this project. Out-Spokin' is a Christian Organ-
ization that has been leading bike hikes since 1968. Dale 
and Margaret Engle, Ashland, Ohio along with five persons 
from Out-Spokin' will lead the hike. 
A Glance at 
the BCE Financial Picture 
This graph indicates BCE budget needs compared to 
budget receipts for 1975. 
As of October 15 receipts were $11,200 below budget 
needs. 
$21,000 is needed by December 31 to meet the BCE 
budget. 
Thanks to those congregations and persons who are 
regular and generous in their support. 
BCE budget support comes primarily from congre-
gations. Additional support comes from individuals through 
SPICE or personal gifts. 
Join us in prayer that our budget needs will be met. Con-
tributions may be sent to: Rev. J. Ralph Wenger, 61 West 
Long Meadow Road, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. 
mam im 
CQHTEST 
Twenty-five young people sub-
mitted 61 entries in the 1975 
Creative Arts Contest. Young people 
submitted entries in two categories 
— Art Forms and Creative Writing. 
Winners in each category were: 
Art Forms 
First Place—Ray Runyan, Upland, Calif. 
Second Place— Dwight Wideman, Gormley, Ont., Can. 
Honorable Mention—Teddi Sue Swalm, Duntroon, Ont., 
Can. 
Ray Runyan, Upland, California 
Neil Stern, Shippensburg, Pa. 
Diana Lintner, Goodrich, Mich. 
Creative Writing 
First Place—Phyllis Musser, East Berlin, Pa. 
Second Place—Shirley Lynn Carter, Upland, Calif. 
Honorable Mention—Douglas Brandt, Abilene, Kans. 
Phyllis Musser, East Berlin, Pa. 
Nancy Snyder, Lancaster, Pa. 
The first place winner in each category received a $20 gift 
certificate from the Christian Light Bookstores and second 
place winners received a $10 gift certificate. 
Summer Is for Service 
Great . . . a wonderful experience . . . I wished it could 
have lasted longer . . . It helped me to put my trust in the 
Lord completely . . . It has brought me closer to the Lord . . . 
I was able to share with others my faith . . . It was a growing 
experience. 
These are some of the statements volunteers made as 
they reflected upon their Summer Service experience. 
During the summer of 1975, 41 young people served at 
seven different locations. 
Summer Service is a program for youth sponsored by the 
Board of Christian Education. During the summer young 
people volunteer for short term service at camps, missions, 
and institutions. This past summer volunteers served at 
Camp Lakeview, Mile High Pines Camp, Montreal Lake 
Children's Home, Messiah Home, Bellevue Park Church, 
Spring Lake Retreat, and Life Line Mission. 
The young people volunteer their time and help pay their 
travel expenses. They become involved in witnessing, camp 
counseling, maintenance, visitation, cooking, cleaning, 
painting, and befriending others. 
Keith Engle sums up his Summer Service by stating, "In 
my Summer Service I was able to share with others my faith. 
I grew spiritually. I learned so much from campers and 
others. It was an experience I wouldn't trade for the world." 
Family and Board Retreat 
Many times board meetings take board members away 
from their spouses and families. This was a matter of con-
cern for the Board of Christian Education as it looked at how 
to hold a board meeting and also include the total family of 
board members. 
The solution was a Family and Board Retreat held at 
Camp Kahquah in July. Board members and their families 
came together for three days. During the mornings the 
Board of Christian Education met for business sessions. 
Spouses were encouraged to participate. The afternoons 
were open for recreation and relaxation. During the 
evenings everyone met together for family fun times and 
worship experiences. 
Some of the concerns and issues that were discussed 
during the board sessions were: 
• The possibility of sponsoring an Arts and Crafts day for 
older adults. 
• Discussion of ways to help Sunday schools grow. 
• The possibility of sponsoring a General Conference 
Youth Convention during Christmas vacation of 1977 
with the theme of Mission and Service. 
• A look at future directions of the Board of Christian 
Education. 
• The need for helping parents determine the best 
alternatives for the education of their children in rela-
tion to Christian Day Schools. 
Board members and families had a great time together. 
The retreat format allowed for work as well as fellowship 
and play. Many indicated that they would like to attend a 
similar retreat in the future. 
THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
The Board of Christian Education is composed of 21 
persons committed to Christ and the Church. It includes ad-
ministrators, doctors, business persons, pastors, lay per-
sons and trained educators who combine their knowledge 
and experience to sustain an effective program of Christian 
education in the brotherhood. 
BCE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
W. Lloyd Hogg, Chairman 
David P. McBeth, Assistant 
John A. Byers, Secretary 
Ardis Alderfer, Assistant 
J. Ralph Wenger, Treasurer 
John Arthur Brubaker, Executive Director 
John Ebersole, Associate Director 
Curtis Byer Myron Lady 
Jesse Dourte Charles Norman 
Mary Fretz William Silver 
Glenn Ginder Elbert N. Smith 
Robert Hamilton Robert H. Smith 
Jesse Heise Eugene Wingert 
Eugene Heidler John Yeatts 
Religious News 
United Methodists Told World Hunger Problem Could Be Solved in 20 Years 
A specialist on the world hunger 
problem says it could be solved in 20 years 
—given a number of " i f ' s . " 
"Hunger is both the most fundamental 
and most terrible reality facing human-
kind," said Dr. C. Dean Freudenberger, a 
seminary professor who serves as a con-
sultant to churches and foundations, "but 
given positive results on a number of 
fronts, hunger is one of the problems most 
capable of solution." 
Dr. Freudenberger, a professor at the 
School of Theology in Claremont, Calif., 
was keynote speaker for a Nat ional 
Hunger Consul tat ion of the United 
Methodist Church. 
Union Opposes Bid To Exempt Adventist From Paying Dues 
The attorneys for a labor union have 
argued that exempting a Seventh-day 
Adventist from the payment of union dues 
because of her religious beliefs would dis-
criminate against other members. 
The United Paper Workers Inter-
national Union submitted the argument in 
a brief filed in the Oxford County (Maine) 
Superior Court. 
The Maine Human Rights Commission 
argues that firing Mrs. Michaud or forcing 
her to pay dues would constitute religious 
discrimination because the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church discourages its members 
from joining unions or supporting them 
financially. 
The union has agreed to let Mrs. 
Michaud stay on the job until the court 
rules. She was hired by the company be-
fore it was unionized. 
Emigrants from Russia Attend Worship Service 
Some 125 Russian Mennonites who im-
migrated to the Winnipeg area over the 
past 10 years met in Winnipeg for a 
worship service and picnic to share experi-
ences and become acquainted. 
Among the Mennonites at the gathering 
were families with children, young people, 
and elderly people in their '80s. Newly 
arr ived i m m i g r a n t s descr ibed long 
separations from families, many dating 
back to the World War II period. 
Many immigrants told how God had 
answered their prayers in reuniting them 
with spouses and children. Others were still 
hoping for reunion. One couple reported 
that they had been reunited after a 26-year 
separation. 
Question On Religious Affiliation 
Is Sought in the 1980 Census 
Fifteen directors of the Religious Re-
search Association have petitioned the 
U.S. Census Bureau to include a question 
on religious affiliation in the 1980 census. 
Explaining the reason for the request, 
they declared that " the work of re-
searchers dealing with religion is greatly 
handicapped by the absence of reliable 
data on religion as part of the regular 
population census of the United States. In 
addition, such information would be help-
ful in general demographic studies and in 
the development of important social indi-
cators of the quality of life." 
Dr. Earl D. C. Brewer, professor of 
sociology and religion at Emory Uni-
versity and president of the Association, 
stated that "religion is far more important 
to society than the bathtubs we ask 
about." 
Some religious groups have opposed 
such a census question on the ground that 
it would violate separation of church and 
state. 
Hard Core "Pornography" Is Tied To Organized Crime By Times 
The distribution of hard core por-
nographic literature and films in the U.S. 
is largely tied to organized crime, accord-
ing to a study by The New York Times. 
Organized crime has "heavily in-
filtrated" the pornographic films industry, 
the study said, and is "reaping huge 
profits" from such successful movies as 
"Deep Throat" and "The Evil in Miss 
Jones." 
The investigation revealed that nearly 
all the major hardcore pornographic news-
papers and periodicals in the U.S. are dis-
tributed by companies controlled by 
organized crime members. 
Star Distributors and Astro News, 
acknowledged as the two major distri-
butors of pornographic newspapers and 
periodicals, have strong Mafia ties, ac-
cording to law enforcement officials and 
underworld sources. 
Adventist Journal: Protestant Schools Mushrooming As An "Alternate" 
Christian schools supported by Protes-
tant evangelicals are mushrooming across 
the country as an alternative to the 
"secular" public schools, according to an 
ar t ic le in a Seventh-day Advent is t 
magazine, Liberty. 
While precise statistics are not available, 
Dr. Roy Lowrie of the National Christian 
School Education Association estimates 
that some 7,000 Christian schools are 
offering an education to a million chil-
dren. 
The article in the September/October 
issue of Liberty magazine notes that the 
"grass-roots explosion" of Christian 
schools is occurring among Protestant 
evangelicals, who traditionally had sup-
ported the public school system. 
Bread For the World Campaign Supports "Right to Food" Bill 
Bread for the World, an ecumenical 
anti-hunger lobby, is organizing a nation-
wide "offering of letters" to obtain public 
support for a "right to food" resolution 
being considered by Congress. 
Under the sponsorship of Sen. Mark 
Hatfield (R.-Ore.) and Rep. Donald Fraser 
(D.-Minn.) the resolution would have Con-
gress affirm that the right of every person 
to a nutritionally adequate diet "is hence-
forth to be recognized as a cornerstone of 
U.S. policy." During November, local 
churches will be asked to urge their 
members to write letters to their Con-
gressmen supporting the resolution. 
Time Seen "Ripe" for USSR Christians To Hit "Regime" on Church Freedom 
The time is "r ipe" for religious groups 
in the West to demand that the USSR 
"stand on trial for religious freedom," 
according to a Lithuanian Jew who served 
in Soviet prisons with dissident Baptists, 
Catholics and other prisoners of con-
science. 
Shimon Grilius, who recently spent five 
years in severe regime camps in the Urals, 
said religious and human rights theo-
retically exist in the USSR — but are 
generally not allowed in practice. 
However, the Soviet Union is very 
vulnerable to outside pressures at this time 
because of its interest in detente. The 
USSR "fears losing face. This is a really 
ripe time for people in the West to act," 
Mr. Grilius said in an interview in New 
York. 
" I t is not only Jews who are suffering in 
the Soviet Union," said Mr. Grilius, who 
was in New York as a guest of the Greater 
New York Conference on Soviet Jewry. 
"All righteous people are persecuted." 
Record Protestant Giving 
Cited in NCC Report 
Members of 44 national Protestant 
bodies contributed more than $5 billion in 
1974, at a record per capita rate of 
$116.77, according to the annual survey of 
the National Council of Churches. 
Giving increased by 9.1 percent over the 
previous year, but the gain was offset by a 
dollar drop of 11 percent in purchasing 
power in 1974 due to inflation. 
With the exception of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, which increased both 
in membership and giving, most major 
denominations reported for the third 
straight year that a decreased member-
ship is giving more. 
Ten main l ine Churches having a 
membership of 27,443,000 — a drop of 1.3 
percent from the previous year — reported 
an increase of 7.7 percent in contri-
butions. 
Canadian Anglican Bishops Vote To Ordain Women Within a Year 
Women will be ordained priests in the 
Anglican Church of Canada a year from 
now, bishops of the Church meeting in 
Winnipeg decided in an historic 31-3 vote 
after many hours of debate. 
Col lect ively, they gave individual 
bishops the right to ordain qualified 
women to priestly orders as of Nov. 1, 
1976. A handful of women have been ad-
mitted to the Anglican diaconate across 
the country, but no priests to date. 
The General Synod, the "parl iament" of 
the 1,500,000-member Church, gave over-
whelming approval for women priests last 
June. A previous Synod had already given 
approval in principle. 
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Promises to Keep 
from page five 
selves. When we think of infidelity we 
automatically think of adultery, the 
giving of one's sexuality to an out-
sider, a foreigner. But fidelity is 
violated not only sexually but also 
when priority is shifted to an object 
outside the marriage. It doesn't have 
to be a sexual partner. It can be a job, 
a cause, an idea, or simply the in-
dividual self. 
Sexual infidelity is usually preceded 
by the gradual erosion of that total 
relationship the couple formerly en-
joyed. I once read an "examination of 
conscience" for married couples, and I 
recall a penetrating question. After 
asking whether one was faithful to 
one's spouse, it added: Have you been 
the cause of your partner's infidelity? 
Infidelity is rarely unilateral; it stems 
from the problems brought about by 
both husband and wife. 
Adultery is more a symptom than 
the root illness, and it often occurs in 
the more advanced stages of the dis-
ease. I state this point not to lessen 
adultery's claim as infidelity par ex-
cellence, but to encourage sensitivity 
to the broad meaning of marital fideli-
ty. It 's not enough just to be faithful 
sexually — personal fidelity stretches 
to the full range of human possibili-
ties. 
When marriage appears restrictive, 
it is usually in the area of sexual life 
that the restrictions are most felt. The 
myth of romantic love states that there 
is only one in the world for each of us, 
and when this one is found we live to-
gether happily ever after. So goes the 
myth, that is. If the myth is accepted 
without the grain of salt it badly needs 
to be seasoned with, the wife or hus-
band will be surprised at experiencing 
an attraction to someone other than 
the marriage partner — as if this feel-
ing were a violation of divine, im-
mutable laws. But we know better. 
Anthropologists like to remind us that 
most of the cultures in the world 
recommend polygamy as the choice 
pattern of wedlock. All members of 
these cultures cannot take advantage 
of this ideal, however, because it 
usually depends on wealth or status in 
the society. In some African tribes it 
all depends on how much beef on the 
hoof you or your family possess. The 
anthropologists suggest, therefore, a 
"natura l" propensity to many, not to 
one. We do not have to determine 
whether their argument is sound or 
not. We only want to suggest — I 
doubt whether we have to prove it, 
anyway — that there exists a natural 
orientation to be unfaithful. It 's usual-
ly accomplished with ease and, at 
least, some enjoyment. But it's not my 
purpose to support infidelity, so I shall 
conclude this rambling. Feeling attrac-
tion is one thing; pursuing the at-
tractor is another. I bring up the issue 
only to admit full well that some real 
restraint, some discipline, will be 
needed to maintain marital fidelity. 
That may sound horribly old-
fashioned, but that's probably be-
cause the stage of contemporary so-
ciety has been occupied almost exclu-
sively by those who advocate pure 
spontaneity in all things. They argue 
that restraining one's impulses or 
desires is bad for mental health. 
Nevertheless, when a personal life 
style in which there is an absence of 
significant restraints is spelled out to 
its logical and des t ruc t ive con-
clusions, I feel that its inappropriate-
ness becomes obvious. No apology is 
required when marital fidelity admits 
to conscious restraints. 
An added bonus of fidelity, pledged 
in freedom, is the gratitude and ap-
prec ia t ion we feel towards our 
partners because we know they have 
had to go out of their way, against 
their natural tendencies. They have 
sacrificed for us because we meant 
more than a passing gratification or 
the following of a curious whim. 
Fidelity can, therefore, deeply and 
clearly symbolize a love seeking totali-
ty-
5As mentioned in the beginning, many choose fidelity to their hus-band or wife for religious motives. 
Christ ianity, in part icular, s tands 
firmly in favor of marital fidelity. It is 
incumbent on Christians to know why 
this ideal is given, so that they may in-
telligently live out their religious con-
victions. Remember, secular society 
creates many reasons for the contrary 
disposition. Albert Ellis, a leading 
spokesman for a more modern ap-
proach to sexuality, argues that sexual 
"adventuring" is "an almost neces-
sary step to greater personal and per-
sonality advancement." 
In a Christian context, marital 
fidelity is chosen as the most de-
sirable, most adequate, response to a 
God who is Himself utterly faithful. 
The biblical story of God's attitude is 
a story of repeated acts of commit-
ment to humanity. Despite the short-
sighted, selfish, and unfaithful condi-
tion repeatedly manifested by God's 
daughters and sons, God always re-
mains in touch, accepting and for-
giving. The Old Testament states that 
God's faithfulness endures forever. In 
the New Testament, God's uncon-
ditional favoring of humanity, His 
love of each and every individual is a 
constant theme. 
But the story doesn't end with God. > 
He requests a human response which 
is reflective of His faithful love. That 
response is our fidelity to each other, 
and this fidelity should be most 
pronounced, most clearly expressed, in 
married life. Marital fidelity, rooted in 
love, is the meaning of the often-heard 
text in the fifth chapter of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians. The marriage cove-
nant is to reflect, to duplicate in 
human form, the divine covenant of 
fidelity wherein God has brought 
humanity to Himself in Christ Jesus. 
God has gone "all the way" for 
humanity. Figuratively, he has opened 
his arms, made Himself vulnerable by 
inviting all to his friendship. Married 
couples are challenged to become 
vulnerable to each other, to disarm 
themselves, not in order to be de-
stroyed or hurt by the other (although 
that risk is present), but to tfllow the 
other an opportunity for deep con-
tact, beyond the disguises, with the 
real self. The disarming allows real in-
timacy to develop. Without a pro-
found sense of fidelity, one will not go 
"all the way" but will maintain cau-
tion, reservations; one will hold back. 
One of the main differences which I 
sense between faithful love and the 
kind of love popularly valued in con-
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temporary society is that faithful love 
is more at home with images of depth, 
while the secular society seems to en-
courage an abundance of relation-
ships: the more, the merrier. 
The dynamics of marital fidelity 
move the husband and wife to greater 
and greater abandonment towards 
each other. Their mutual trust is sup-
ported by a religious belief that people 
are fundamentally good and trust-
worthy. This might sound horribly 
naive — and it should, to a society 
based on suspicion, fear and anxiety. 
But religion, particularly Christian-
ity, can sweep us beyond the confines 
of culture to a more open, a more 
liberating, attitude about life and peo-
ple. 
Since marital life provides for many 
their most profound experience of life 
and the person, it is not surprising that 
the fears of society focus on marriage. 
On the other hand, it should be no sur-
prise that the liberating power of reli-
gion touches marriage and creates in 
the wife and husband an uncon-
ditional lifelong commitment to each 
other. The duration in marital fidelity 
is not conditioned by finite growth 
processes, much less emotional feel-
ings of attachment. Its duration ex-
tends to the farthest horizon of ter-
restrial life — and hopefully, beyond. 
A few years ago Sidney Callahan 
coined a phrase to describe the situa-
tion in which Christian husbands and 
wives who promise fidelity to each 
other find themselves. She called it the 
"chastity underground" — a telling 
way of emphasizing the revolutionary 
feeling of having a view which opposes 
the prevailing view of marriage. As 
time passes, I sense that Christians are 
experiencing themselves more as a 
deviant minority — and t h a t ' s a 
healthy sign. 
In contemporary American society, 
marriage and love are inseparable. No 
one will argue this fact. But how is 
love to be defined? The popular ap-
proach to love has the romantic cast 
which is sung in the top forty and 
dramatized in the "soaps." It's excit-
ing, exhilarating, and burns with a 
short fuse. It comes and goes, and is 
mostly outside human control. We 
Americans often begin marriage under 
its influence and end marriage when 
the feeling goes. But is real human 
love like that? Or must it also include 
the dimension of fidelity? Ask your-
self. 
Copyright © 1975 Marriage and Family Living 
Magazine, St. Meinrad, Ind. 47577 
CHINA: A Paradox 
A K R O N , PA. — Returning to China for a three-week visit 
after serving as Mennonite Central Committee and 
Church World Service director there 30 years ago, J. 
Lawrence Burkholder, president of Goshen College, found 
that major changes had taken place in a number of facets 
of Chinese society. 
One of the first changes Burkholder noticed was the 
drastic increase in population, creating China's basic 
problems of nutrition, housing, health and social control. 
He was also amazed by the changes made during the past 
three decades to handle these problems. 
"Mos t evident strides would appear to be in the area of 
food production," he says. " I have no production figures 
but I was impressed by the intensity of agriculture in East 
China where scientific principles have been tied to hand 
labor." 
The result of improved agricultural methods is im-
proved health. " I saw no distended stomachs, runny noses, 
infected eyes, sallow complexions, emaciated women and 
bony barefoot men of old. Rather people are beautiful 
specimens of health. Their complexions are clear and 
ruddy, their hair is clean, very few wore glasses, most are 
trim and young people are taller than their parents." 
Medicine is socialized in the sense that it is available to 
anyone at a low cost, and drug abuse and venereal disease 
are virtually nonexistent, Burkholder says. Clinics 
operated by paramedics are easily accessible to the people, 
and birth control pills and abortions are readily available 
as methods of population control after a couple has had 
two children. 
Acupuncture is widely used, and the group Burkholder 
traveled with saw two operations during which the only 
anesthetics were a little brandy and electrified needles in 
the upper lip and ears. 
Although still a relatively poor developing country, 
China has one of the most stable economies in the world. 
It can supply all the raw materials it needs, and inflation is 
nonexistent with prices remaining stable during the past 20 
years, Burkholder discovered. 
"Ironically communist China operates on most conser-
vative principles. China does not spend more than it has," 
he comments. "Consumer goods are not emphasized. 
Furthermore consumer credit does not exist. People are 
encouraged to place savings in bank accounts at three 
percent interest." 
Religion has been abandoned for the most part in 
China, Burkholder reports. "Religion is regarded as a 
thing of the past," he notes. " I t is discouraged today be-
cause it was used in old China to reinforce unjust political 
systems and because it drains off energies which should be 
applied to the practical problems of society." 
Although the Christian church is still alive in China, the 
number of Christians has been reduced during the past 30 
years. " N o one seems to know how many Christians there 
are," Burkholder observes. "Evidently few young people 
are identified with the church. In the face of the ideological 
impact of Marxism as well as the traditionally humanistic 
leanings of traditional religions of China I cannot see the 
church making much progress." 
Although China has rejected religion, it has a strict 
moral code, posing a paradox that is inexplicable. "None 
of us tempted Chinese morals, but it was generally con-
cluded that if any of our group had deposited a camera on 
a park bench, it would remain there indefinitely unless 
someone were to refer it to the authorities," Burkholder 
says. 
"Tourists who left an undershirt or a toothbrush behind 
found it in the mail in the next city. Bicycles can be locked 
but seldom are. Houses generally are open." 
In fact, China, claiming to be a completely secular 
nation, has higher morals than the United States which 
to page sixteen 
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A BOOK REVIEW 
I Pledge Allegiance: Patriotism and 
the Bible, by Paul S. Minear, Geneva 
Press, Philadelphia, 1975. $2.65, 
paperback. Reviewed by John K. 
Stoner. 
There will be many books published 
in the United States in 1975 and '76 
with red, white and blue covers, but 
few of them will be worth as much to 
the church as this one. 
Perhaps the best review can be given 
by quoting the book's own descrip-
tion of itself from the back cover, and 
then commenting. 
This study book will help any congrega-
tion examine the conflicts between Chris-
tian faith and national loyalty. 
A r e c e r t a i n f o r m s of A m e r i c a n 
patriotism really idolatrous? This is a 
question particularly appropriate for study 
in the Bicentennial Era, and this book is 
designed to help individuals and groups of 
older youth and adults probe the varying 
points of view. Each study examines a 
different national issue from a Biblical 
perspective, giving a Scripture reading 
with an exposition by the author, pro and 
con views on the subject, discussion 
questions, and a supplementary reading 
list. Sectarian bias is avoided; any denom-
ination can use the study. 
Among the topics explored are: how to 
celebrate the Bicentennial (Introduction), 
civil religion and Christianity, amnesty, 
racism, rich nations and poor nations, 
national security, and the struggle against 
invisible forces. 
"Our attitude toward every modern 
political conflict may be changed when we 
approach it from the direction of Scrip-
ture," says the author, "and every Scrip-
tural teaching may also become more 
potent when we consciously relate it to that 
conflict." 
The congregation is viewed as the 
place for the study of Scripture by the 
author of this book. This viewpoint 
has t remendous potential for the 
renewal of the American church. The 
congregation could be taken seriously 
this year as the corporate unit where 
the will of God is discerned. If this 
were to happen — if every local 
fellowship of believers were to sit 
down together and study what the 
word of God has to say about the 
conflicts between Christian faith and 
national loyalty — an unprecedented 
revival of Biblical Christianity could 
result. 
This book restores idolatry to its 
rightful place as first among the sins of 
God's people. This in itself is no small 
achievement. Listening to the list of 
sins in modern preaching on the one 
hand, and reading the Bible on the 
other, any child would probably ask, 
"Wha teve r became of idolat ry?" 
Indeed, it is alive and well, but 
generally goes by unnoticed and un-
challenged. Minear has both noticed 
and challenged idolatry in the modern 
church, and there will be some cries of 
pain when his point touches home. 
But that may not be too bad. The 
pangs of birth which issue in new life 
are pangs. Perhaps one of the reasons 
that new life so rarely breaks out in 
our churches is that we are so skilled 
in avoiding pain. We want salvation 
without suffering, copulation without 
conception, new birth without renewed 
minds. Minear 's suggestion on how to 
celebrate the Bicentennial is: come 
together as a congregation and ask 
what the Bible has to say to American 
Christians about their relationship to 
their nation. Knowing that coming to-
gether to do this may be the most 
painful thing that many congrega-
tions have attempted in a long time, 
the author gives extensive, helpful 
guiding principles for the process of 
studying the Bible together as a 
church. 
Anticipating the reason why many, 
perhaps most, readers of this review 
will never find themselves studying I 
Pledge Allegiance in the context of 
thei r local church , M i n e a r l ists 
"Christ 's Rules of Order" in ten 
points as a guide for the process of 
discussing emotion-filled, sensitive 
issues. No doubt many churches will 
not attempt such a study because they 
know that opening up such issues as 
patriotism and nationalism would 
seriously polarize their people. But the 
author believes that God's people can 
discuss hard questions in a spirit of 
love. 
The firm Biblical rootage of the 
book is hinted in the final paragraph 
quoted above. Each of the nine issues 
treated is approached, discussed and 
concluded on the basis of the Biblical 
text . In the s ix-s tep p r o c e d u r e 
suggested as a guide to each discussion 
period, four of the steps are focused 
directly on Scripture. The procedure 
begins and ends in the Scripture, and 
includes both individual and corporate 
study. But in addition, the author 
supplies several pages of quotations 
f rom contemporary , usually well 
known, voices on each issue. These pro 
and con statements are most helpful in 
focusing the choices that must be 
made. 
The congregation that uses this 
study book will grow by the ex-
perience. It will be gripped by a new 
understanding of the invisible powers 
which are arrayed against the church. 
And if it responds in faith, it will be 
filled with a new sense of t he 
triumphant power of Jesus Christ, 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
THE CROSS 
ON THE CANTEEN 
A recent letter from MCC workers 
working in Saigon included this incident. 
It is written about the conquest of Saigon 
by the North Vietnamese army. 
"One of the staff members at the Men-
nonite Center in Saigon was very appre-
hensive about what the change of govern-
ment would mean. But the day after the 
PRG troops arrived, he ventured out into 
the streets and spied a cross on the canteen 
of one of the soldiers from the north. He 
mustered up enough courage to walk up 
and inquire of the soldier if he was a 
Christian. The soldier replied that indeed 
he was. The two men embraced in the 
street and our staff member came back to 
the office all excited about the 'enemy' 
soldier who was a Christian." 
—Mennonite Weekly Review 
Had the two met on the battlefield, they 
would have tried to kill each other. 
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Three Messiah Teachers Recall 
"My Call to the Christian Ministry" 
DAVID C. M C B E T H 
From my early childhood years 
there has been a compelling sense that 
God wanted me in His ministry. The 
focus of this ministry has shifted at 
several points in my life, but the min-
istry (in its broader sense) continues to 
be God ' s will for me. 
W h e n I began my s tud ies at 
Messiah College, I fully intended to 
enter the Christian ministry. At the 
same time an opportunity to enter 
C h r i s t i a n m e r c h a n d i s i n g b e c a m e 
available as an interesting option. As a 
result I changed to a business major . 
During my college sophomore year I 
was asked to declare my vocational 
plans for listing in the yearbook. After 
p r a y e r f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n I aga in 
changed my major and looked for-
ward to the ministry. 
Through my first pastorate (part-
time) I pressed forward to fulfill the 
call of the ministry. This call led me to 
Asbury Theological Seminary. At the 
completion of that experience, though 
a service opportunity as manager of 
the Seminary Press was offered, the 
pastoral ministry was God's plan. Fol-
lowing several years as a full-time 
pastor the call to serve at Messiah 
College was accepted. 
While some may not see service at 
Messiah College as ministry, here is 
how I am able to serve. As an admin-
istrator I am able to give future direc-
tion to an institution which will prob-
to page fourteen 
P A U L L. SNYDER 
Paul urges Archippus, " T a k e heed 
to the ministry which thou hast re-
ceived in the Lord, that thou filfill i t" 
(Col. 4:19). Some scholars believe 
Archippus was one of the teachers in 
the congregation of Colosse and prob-
ably a member of the household in 
Philemon. They believe he was an un-
ordained church worker with a strong 
sense of mission and ministry from the 
Lord. This I believe must be true for 
every Christian. 
My experience of God's call some-
what parallels Eleazar when he said, 
" I being in the way the Lord led me." 
There was no sensational or striking 
conscription from God but a growing 
sense of God's direction in my life. 
After my preparation in under-
graduate studies, I felt a personal call 
to pursue further preparation at a 
seminary for the Christian ministry. 
This I felt, in spite of the fact, at that 
point, Brethren in Christ congre-
gations were served by a multiple min-
istry chosen by congregational elec-
tions. 
Although I could not foresee how 
this preparation would find expres-
sion in the denomination, I pursued 
seminary preparation. I found that 
God can be trusted to lead step by 
step. By the time I had completed my 
studies at Princeton Seminary, there 
was a call for a congregation for full 
time pastoral care. 
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GEORGE P . KIMBER 
God actually calls men and women 
into the ministry. I have no doubt 
about the matter. In fact my call into 
the ministry came through a church in 
which the pastor was a woman, called 
and annointed with God's word. 
I am also convinced that God shows 
cont inuing concern regarding the 
placement of those whom He calls. 
Preparation for my present ministry at 
Messiah College has included many 
frustrations, failures, and mis-assign-
ments. But in a sense it has all worked 
together for good. » 
As I was making my exodus from 
the morning worship service, having 
heard the gospel for the first t ime with 
clarity, I was convicted and confused 
and not wanting to return to the 
church. As I reached the door, a girl 
about 18 years of age representing the 
youth group was standing with the 
pastor. She reached out to shake my 
hand. 
Suddenly, with a tremor in her 
voice, she said, "I believe God is 
speaking to you." I affirmed her state-
ment and felt the urge to surrender to 
Christ. I entered the church and made 
my commitment which was followed 
with His call to ministry. 
Having lost my early education, 
being expelled at the age of 13, my call 
seemed impossible to fulfill. But His 
call contained the enablement. I pro-
ceeded to set my face as a flint toward 
to page fourteen 
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'MY CALL TO THE MINISTRY" 
from page thirteen 
McBeth 
ably have greater influence on our 
church than any other single factor. In 
my work I am able to assist in build-
ing of understanding and support for 
this work. At the same time I have on 
occasion the privilege to teach stu-
dents who will become key laymen and 
church leaders of the future. The col-
lege also encourages me to serve the 
general church through its agencies — 
such as the Board for Chris t ian 
Education and the Messiah Home 
Board of Trustees. 
As to the future, God will lead at the 
appropriate t ime for any further modi-
fication of ministry. It is important 
that I, as well as the Christian com-
munity, be sensitive to His direction. 
Snyder 
I, like Archippus had a sense of 
ministry from the Lord and I wanted 
to fulfiull it. God directed me into two 
pastoral charges (Abilene, KS, and 
Carlisle, PA), both situations which 
proved to be a real affirmation of 
God's leading in my life. 
The call of God for my life was and 
is a growing sense of following Him, 
revealed through the will of God in 
His Word, by daily discovery of His 
[>lan for me through prayer, the intel-igent use of my mind, circumstances 
that come across my way, abilities I 
possess, accepting open and closed 
doors, all accompanied by an over-
riding sense of peace from God. 
This plan for me is like a scroll that 
unrolls further each day. It is the call 
to follow God daily rather than a 
detailed, itemized set of plans. It 
means obedience today to His will and 
tomorrow and each succeeding day, 
not always crystal clear but an assur-
ance God is directing. 
This call to be a minister of Jesus 
Christ has now led me to Messiah Col-
lege. A ministry of helping young men 
and women to find their calling and 
preparation for future service. A min-
istry that helps youth establish their 
goals in Christian commitment. 
Each Christian is called. The call 
demands total commitment and com-
plete obedience immersed in a com-
plete trust in God. The rewards are 
exciting and worthwhile as well as 
eternal. 
Kimber 
the goal of ministry which has brought 
me ultimately to Messiah College. I 
can testify that God is faithful. 
It is reassuring to know that there is 
cumulative value in the many and 
varied experiences I have had along 
the trail of ministerial and teaching 
development. 
Stan and Anna Myrl Long (left) with Mr. and 
Mrs. John Bass, Executive Vice-President, 
Christian Booksellers Association. 
Christian Booksellers Association con-
vention in Anaheim, California, last July. 
Since that trip was for himself only, he ar-
ranged to receive a reduced amount of the 
award for his and Anna Myrl's trip to 
Pennsylvania. 
With Anaheim around 45 miles from 
Upland, the Longs were asked to serve as 
chairmen of the host committee, which 
they did with distinction. The CBA con-
vention was reported to be the best in the 
association's history, with an all time high 
of more than 5,000 in attendance. 
Clair Hoffman, general manager of 
Christian Light Bookstores, is a past presi-
dent of CBA. He arranges to have all 
Christian Light Bookstore managers at-
tend the CBA convention each year. 
The Ontar io, California, store was 
opened in 1974 and is providing, among its 
many ministries, numerous printed ma-
terials for Spanish speaking people of the 
community. 
The most recent Chr i s t i an Light 
Bookstore was opened in York, Pennsyl-
vania, this past summer, bringing the total 
number of stores to eleven. 
Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Enrollment Increases 12.5 Percent 
The enrollment at Messiah College has 
again shown a good increase over last year. A total of 1,037 students registered for the 
fall semester, an increase of more than 
12.5 percent over last year's record enroll-
ment of 920. 
The third floor of Old Main, which has 
a c c o m m o d a t e d d o r m i t o r y s t u d e n t s 
through most of the college's history (but 
not last year) because of the new women's 
residence hall being built), once again is 
being used as a women's dormitory. 
Alumni Honored 
Among the many alumni and other 
guests at the annual Messiah College 
Homecoming in October were Stan and 
Anna Myrl Long, all the way from Up-
land, California. Expenses for their trip 
were paid by Abingdon Press. 
Actually, Stan, who is the manager of 
the three West Coast Christian Light 
Bookstores (Upland, Redlands, and On-
tario), was awarded a trip to Israel at the 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
A luncheon and a hymn sing were held 
on Sept. 14, by the Colyer congregation to 
observe the 35th anniversary of their pres-
ent church building. Four persons were 
baptized and united with the church on 
Oct. 12. Rev. Wesley Smeal is the pastor. 
On Sunday, Oct. 12, Musa (Mrs. 
Christopher) Moyo, from Africa, brought 
a missions message to the Martinsburg congregation. The pastor is Rev. Robert 
Keller. 
Atlantic 
The Mt. Pleasant congregation held a 
Missionary Conference on Oct. 22, 25, and 
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26. Visiting missionaries who shared were 
Mrs. Lois Musser, Rev. Bill Greginger, 
Miss Jeanne Brubaker, and Mark and 
Esther Horst. Rev. Harry D. Bert is the 
pastor. 
An Open House Reception was held on 
Oct. 10, in honor of the 50th wedding anni-
versary of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Custer. 
The reception was held in the Shenks 
Brethren in Christ Church where the 
Custers are members. Mr. and Mrs. 
Custer are the parents of two daughters 
and thirteen grandchildren. 
Canadian 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Rolston, pastor of 
the Sherkston congregation recently spent 
a 12 day evangelistic tour throughout 
Haiti. The Rolstons ministered with the 
Salvation Army in Haiti. 
Central 
The Knifley congregation held "Family 
Sunday" on Oct. 12. The largest family 
present received a gift. The pastor is Rev. 
Wilbur Benner. 
Several members of the Nappanee con-gregation led the Church in an evaluative 
look at television and its impact upon us 
and our families. The program included a 
film entitled, "TV and Thee." Rev. Eugene 
Wingert is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The Christ's Crusaders of the Abilene congregation presented the evening pro-
gram on Sunday, Oct. 26. Mr. John Nevin 
is the interim pastor. 
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Mitchell are 
serving as interim pastor of the Mountain View congregation until a pastor can be ob-
tained. The Mitchells pastored the Bethel 
Mennonite Church prior to their coming to 
Mountain View. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Hoover, members of 
the Abilene Brethren in Christ Church, 
were honored upon the occasion of their 
60th Wedding Anniversary by their family 
at a dinner on October 21. Their children, 
present for the dinner, were Lowell, 
H a r o l d , and J u a n i t a ( M r s . D o n 
Dahlstrom). 
Pacific 
The Ontario congregation reports that 
13 persons were baptized on Sunday, Oct. 
26, and 20 persons were taken into church 
membership. Bishop Don Shafer brought 
the message for the service. A Family 
Camp was held on Nov. 7-9 with the Fred 
Holland family as special guests. Rev. 
Jerel Book is the pastor. 
Births 
Brubaker: Sharon Rose, born July 16, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Brubaker, Jemison 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
Burkholder: Clinton Jay, born Oct. 20, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Burkholder, 
Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Calhoun: Andrew Brian, born Sept. 30, 
to Rev. and Mrs. Dorance D. Calhoun, 
Christian Union, Ind. 
Yeatts: Marcus John Robert, born Sept. 
2, to Rev. and Mrs. John R. Yeatts, Fair-
land congregation, Pa. 
Correction: The names of Ruth Aleen Herr and Jessica Lynne Engle were mis-
spelled in the October 25 issue. 
Weddings 
Garis-Kennell: Darlene, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rolland Kennel, Hatfield, Pa., 
and Joe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer 
Garis, Souderton, Pa., Oct. 4, in the 
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John Byers officiating. 
Kipe-Wenger: Anita, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alfred Wenger, Waynesboro, 
Pa., and Kenneth, son of Bishop and Mrs. 
H. Frank Kipe, Zambia, Africa, Oct. 25, 
in the Five Forks Brethren in Christ 
Church with the father of the groom and 
Rev. James Esh officiating. 
Mater-Schaubel: Kathie Anne, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schaubel, and 
Ronald D., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Mater, both of Stevensville, Ont., Oct. 11, 
in the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ross Nigh officiating. 
Young-Horst: Nancy Marie, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. B. Aden Horst, and Lee 
Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Young, both of St. Thomas, Pa., Sept. 27, 
in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. A. G. Brubaker, Jr., 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Hess: Stine P. Hess, Chambersburg, 
Pa., born Oct. 15, 1900, in Franklin Co., 
Pa., died Oct. 18, 1975, in the Waynes-
boro Hospital, Pa. He was the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Hess. He is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Anna Byers Hess; three 
sons: J ay , A. Byers, and Glenn; a 
daughter, Mrs. Janice Stockslager; a 
nephew, 10 grandchildren; a brother; and 
a sister. He was a member of the Mont-
gomery Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. 
Paul Hess and Rev. Nelson Mart in 
officiated at the funeral service. Interment 
was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Hostetter: Katie L. Hostetter, born Jan. 
18, 1888, in North Annville Twp., Pa., 
died Oct. 5, 1975, in the United Christian 
Church Home, Annville, Pa. She was the 
daughter of Menno and Lizzie Kreider 
Light. She was married to Penrose S. 
Hostetter who preceded her in death Nov. 
1, 1958. She is survived by five sons: Allen, 
Lloyd, Luke, Mark, and Penrose; three 
daughters: Mrs. Cora Miller, Mrs. Ruth 
Blauch; and Mrs. Alma Neidick; 34 grand-
children; 73 great-grandchildren; eight 
great-great-grandchildren; three brothers; 
and two sisters. She was a member of the 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was held in the Bellegrove 
United Methodist Church with Rev. John 
R. Yeatts, Rev. Titus M. Books, and Rev. 
Floyd E. Tice officiating. Interment was in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Kopp: Roy G. Kopp, Mt. Joy, Pa., born 
Sept. 30, 1917, died Oct. 24, 1975. He was 
the son of Levi and Hettie Kopp. He is 
survived by his wife, Alma Wolgemuth 
Kopp; three children, John R., Mrs. Nan-
cy Martin, and Jay; three grandchildren; 
and a brother, Benjamin. He was a 
member of the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in 
Christ Church where he served as a trustee. 
The funeral service was held in the Mt. 
Pleasant Church with Rev. Harry Bert, 
Rev. Earl Martin, Jr., and Rev. Graybill 
Wolgemuth officiating. 
Martin: Harold B. Martin, Greencastle, 
Pa., born Nov. 17, 1929, in Franklin Co., 
Pa., died Oct. 8, 1975, in the Waynesboro 
Hospital. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur L. Martin. He was married to 
Mary E. Brubaker who survives. He is also 
survived by four children: Ralph, Marie, 
Ray, and Maxine; two brothers, a sister, 
and a granddaughter. He was a member 
of the Montgomery Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was held. 
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Stine: Clara Mae Stine, Mercersburg, 
Pa., born Dec. 22, 1922, in Fulton Co., 
Pa., died Oct. 23, 1975, in the Fulton Co. 
Medical Center. She was the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Tritle. She was 
married to Omar E. Stine who survives. 
Also surviving are three sons: Omar, Jr., 
John, and Robert ; a daughter, Mrs. 
Robert Wetzel; a sister; four brothers and 
four grandchildren. She was a member of 
the Montgomery Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Avery Musser. Interment 
was in the Montgomery Church Ceme-
tery. 
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CHINA: A PARADOX 
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claims to be a Christian nation, Burkholder says. "Hones-
ty is assumed, crime is probably lowest in the world, there 
is no prostitution, no venereal disease, no luxurious living, 
virtually no premarital sex, virtually no theft and no com-
mercial exploitation. 
"China has been likened to the son in Jesus' parable who 
when asked to go into the vineyard said, 'I will not,' but 
af terward he repented and went. By contrast the socalled 
Christian nations such as America have been likened to the 
son who answered, 'I go,' but went not ." 
Burkholder 's conclusion is that Chinese morality is a 
pragmatic necessity in light of the need for social control. 
" T o be immoral is to be unpatriotic," he notes. 
The social control evidenced without force in this nation 
of 800 million people is another amazing change which has 
occurred in three short decades, Burkholder finds. "The 
most amazing fact of China is the fact that so many people 
can live at peace with one another," he says. "Still more 
amazing is the fact that there are so few evidences of phy-
sical restraint. Policemen are no where visible — only 
unarmed traffic officers." 
Further , the ordinary worker on the communes has a 
chance to enter into the decision-making process. "The 
commune is a complex social system of consensus forma-
tion in some respects like a Bruderhof but evidently more 
democrat ic ," Burkholder explains. "A t every level within 
the commune workers' teams, brigades and the Revolu-
tionary Commit tee make decisions of considerable detail 
by 'consensus' in response to goals set by provincial 
authorit ies." 
At the heart of social and moral control is the neighbor-
hood committee which is responsible to everything related 
to social, moral or political behavior. " I t sees that streets 
are clean, property is respected, health facilities are 
provided, a neighborhood restaurant is operated to sup-
plement the family kitchen, schools are available, mar-
riage is regulated, family relations are positive and that 
everyone behaves himself. It is also responsible for the 
teaching of Marxist philosophy through study groups," 
Burkholder says. 
Exhor t a t ions to love and serve the nation are 
everywhere. Public buildings have billboards on the sides, 
factories have banners and bulletin boards exhorting 
workers to produce more and commending outstanding 
achievements, homes in communes have speakers con-
nected to headquarters through which are channeled 
lectures on Marxism and agriculture workers hear revolu-
tionary music and speeches from loud-speakers while 
hoeing cabbages in the fields. 
"People are exhorted to love their neighbors, work not 
for self but for others, think first of society and secondly of 
oneself," Burkholder says. "Pictures of workers, soldiers 
and students are found on billboards, all with somewhat 
strained and artificial expressions of determination, 
revolutionary zeal and commitment ." 
China 's goal and dream is modernization through tech-
nology and science, he notes. "There is something pathetic 
about the way China repudiates much of its traditional cul-
ture. It would seem that the mystery and charm of tradi-
tional China is being replaced with sterile uniformity and 
artless utility. 
"Peking has been changed from a charming and pic-
turesque ancient imperial city to an industrial metropolis. 
Not far from the Forbidden City are vast complexes of 
rectangular functional apartment dwellings which accom-
modate families of workers and managers of the political 
and industrial organizations." 
Burkholder sees the differences between Chinese 
philosophy and Christianity falling in three main areas: 
freedom of the individual, control of the people's lives by 
the state and a sense of transcendence. 
"China offers virtually no opportunity to the individual 
to make choices," he explains. "Li fe in China for the 
individual is very much like life in an army. He is as it were 
conscripted to work for the government as a 'cadre, ' in the 
communes as a 'worker, ' or in the army as a 'soldier.' All 
conditions pertaining to residence, travel, occupation, edu-
cation, belief systems and morality are made by others." 
In China the state molds the lives of its subjects. "The 
state in China is a monolith which defines the style of life, 
the forms of thought, the content of morality and the atti-
tude toward religion. Outside the individual there is one 
reality combining all these rea lms of exis tence," 
Burkholder explains. "That vast and significant distinction 
which we make between the private sector and the public 
sector does not exist in China." 
China also has no reference to transcendence in any 
form. "Accompanying this denial is an apparent dis-
interest in the extremities of life whether the profound ex-
perience of joy or tragedy. The Chinese do not talk much 
about ecstasy or tragedy. All that is recognized is compre-
hensible. Mystery has been banished," Burkholder says. 
Burkholder notes that in the tension which exists be-
tween freedom of the individual and maintaining order in 
society, China has swung to the side of order in society. 
A population of 800 million people may demand this 
emphasis for society to survive, but such control "may be 
in the long run destructive of that freedom which is essen-
tial to humanity, he concludes. 
—MCC Release 
